
From the moment I joined SDC I knew the company was

different. I had trained at a traditional company with fixed

views and little room for original thought. Each person had

duties that were both structured and limited within their

department. SDC was a culture shock, although I was sharp

enough to realise that for an 11 year old company to have

such a portfolio was quite an achievement.

Today SDC retains many of the fundamental principles that existed 25 years ago;

the desire to negotiate rather than litigate; the family approach, which not all

realise until they have worked for a national contractor; along with the accessibility

of all directors. The EBT is another step which continues in the natural progression

of this company. We have yet to realise the benefits that the new regime will

bring but I am enthusiastic about the prospects that await us all.

The launch of 'SDC News' is another milestone for SDC. In time, I believe it

will play a key role in the communicative development of the company. It will

not only provide a vehicle for sharing our successes but also help to further

a sense of community in the workplace. I trust you will enjoy this first issue.

For my part I am proud to be associated with the company and am honoured

to be able to lead your board of directors into the next chapter of our history.

Happy reading.

Francis Shiner
MANAGING DIRECTOR

A ROUND UP OF THE LATEST NEWS AND FORTHCOMING PROJECTS FROM SDC

news
issue 1 - 2007

contents

Curtains up at the Grove
GROVE THEATRE IN DUNSTABLE

OPENS ITS DOORS

New Era for Castle Lane
WORK ON THIS HISTORIC PROJECT

HAS NOW COMMENCED

ChristÕs Lane, Cambridge
THE MOST PROMINENT AND COMPLEX PROJECT

IN SDCÕS CURRENT PORTFOLIO

Building a Better Bletchley
VAST £43M LEISURE AND RESIDENTIAL PROJECT

IN HEART OF BLETCHLEY

Alpha Park, St Neots
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF PHASE

ONE AND THE AWARD OF PHASE TWO

Busy time for Housing
SEVERAL MAJOR PROJECTS COMPLETED

AND THE AWARD OF NEW ONES

Great Year for Special Projects 
SPECIAL PROJECTS GOES FROM STRENGTH

TO STRENGTH

SDC in the Community
A ROUND UP OF THE LATEST NEWS

SDC Staff Service Awards
2007 IS AN IMPORTANT MILESTONE

FOR SEVERAL EMPLOYEES



High profile and
high prestige:
ChristÕs Lane
Undoubtedly the most prominent
and complex project in SDCÕs
current portfolio is ChristÕs Lane
in the centre of Cambridge for
Land Securities, a development
that has attracted enormous
interest from the general public
and local businesses alike.

Phil Doherty and his team have been

making considerable progress on the

project and a number of key milestones

have been reached. Significant changes

in the St Andrews landscape are already

evident as the project gathers momentum

and the framework illustrates the shape

of things to come.

One striking innovative feature of the

scheme is the spectacular ÔWall of LettersÕ

which will stand some five metres high

and run for over forty metres of the

ChristÕs Lane pedestrian thoroughfare,

forming a giant word search. Created

by artist Jane Watt, it will be covered by

thousands of individual letters creating

endless word combinations.

Graham Thompson, Development
Manager to Land Securities stated "Land
Securities has successfully raised the
profile of the arts as a valuable component
of its schemes. This is one of our most
ambitious and imaginative sites and we
think that it will ultimately become one
of the cityÕs main attractions" 

Top marks
for University
Mike RoutledgeÕs team have received

the highest praise from Anglia Ruskin

University for the outstanding quality

of the finished project which was also

completed to programme and cost.

The client is currently fitting out the

building in readiness for the start

of the new academic year.

A spokesperson for the university said

"WeÕre absolutely delighted with the

building and the high quality achieved.

We have also been impressed by SDC in

the way that they worked in partnership

with us throughout the overall

construction process"

West Suffolk College
nears completion
The new Arts and Sciences Building for

West Suffolk College in Bury St Edmunds,

which is part of a £50m masterplan to

redevelop the entire college campus, is

nearing completion.

Ed Dale from Pick Everard commented

ÒThe college are absolutely thrilled in the

way that the project is progressing and

even more so that it is scheduled to be

handed over on time. The quality being

achieved has exceeded our expectations

and the college are looking forward to

occupying their new building in August.

The site management team have been

very proactive throughout and are a

credit to SDC.Ó

New era
for historical

Castle Lane 
Following the success
of the Grove Theatre,

David Freer of Complex
Development Projects was

as good as his word. He appointed
SDC to construct this mixed use

development in the most historic
part of Bedford and work has

now commenced on this
extremely prestigious project.
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The Grove
Theatre opens
to acclaim
The recently completed Grove

Theatre in Dunstable opened itÕs

doors for the first time with a Gala

Performance featuring a host of

well know faces from the world

of television and entertainment

which was attended by a number

of SDC staff involved in the project

together with invited guests.

David Freer of CDP (Dunstable)

Ltd, the client commented: ÒSDC

were instrumental in getting this

difficult project off the ground.

Their efforts in looking at the value

engineering and build ability aspects

of the project made it all possible.

Throughout the project SDC have

approached the construction with

the perfect attitude and the building

is testament to their efforts. I would

have no hesitation in using SDC on

future projects.Ó

NEW PROJECTS



Facilities at the new leisure centre include

a 25-metre swimming pool, sauna, steam

room, sports hall, multi use hall, gym,

aerobic room, spinning studio, four squash

courts, indoor bowls, function suite, cafe

and integral multi storey car park. There

will also be up to 300 mixed tenure new

homes as part of the overall scheme. In

addition, Bletchley's Princes Way will be

narrowed to make it a pedestrian friendly

street with a new plaza being created

between the Leisure Centre entrance and

Elizabeth Square. Work on this important

regeneration scheme is scheduled to start

on site in March 2008 with completion

due in March 2010.

Jan Tabecki, the SDC Bid Manager, who is

co-ordinating the design efforts said Òwe

are entering into a very exciting phase of

the project now that the concept design is

agreed and the more detailed designs are

being developed. We have an extremely

strong relationship with Milton Keynes

Council our development partner who

have provided invaluable input throughout

the process to date. Likewise, we are

extremely pleased with the efforts of the

design consultants and our residential

partner, Gladedale, in keeping the design

phase on programme. We look forward

to the start of the construction on site

following resolution of the planning.

This is undoubtedly going to be a

challenging project made even more so

by virtue of having to keep the existing

leisure centre operational, whilst the

new one is constructed. I have no doubt

however that the construction team

will take this in their stride.Ó

Alpha Park: a great
advert for SDC 
The highly visible prominent
location of Alpha Park on the
A1 in St Neots has been an
excellent promotional tool for
SDC -  even more so now that
we have been awarded the
second phase.

Congratulations are extended to

Adam Knaggs and his team for the

successful completion of the first

phase of this distribution warehousing

project. Not only did they overcome

a significant amount of unforeseen

ground problems from the outset, but

were also highly praised by the client,

Miller Developments for a job well done.

Nick Harris, director in charge of

industrial development at Miller

Developments, believes that the parkÕs

excellent location will prove popular

with warehouse and distribution

companies.ÒThere is a shortage of good

quality sites in Cambridgeshire, Alpha

Park has good road links and has an

accessible local, labour force, therefore

I am confident it will become one of

the regionÕs leading business parks,Ó

he comments.

This vast leisure and residential project in the heart of Bletchley is currently
the largest scheme on the SDC books at £43 million with planning now
submitted following a successful process of public consultation.

Building a better Bletchley

The land that constitutes the Castle Lane development area is currently a car park

and has remained empty for 42 years since it was cleared for redevelopment but

never took place. Bedford Council predicts that the area will become the town's

new cultural quarterâ with the project a key part of ambitious redevelopment

and revitalisation plans.

The area has a rich historic context in terms of archaeology, buildings and street

patterns with local authorities, developers and archeologists all working together to

ensure that the areaÕs heritage is used as an asset. The area is rich in historical

terms in its archeological make-up with local authorities, developers and

archeologists working together to ensure the areaÕs heritage is used as an asset.

Conservation, which is an important part

of the scheme, comes to the fore in many special features, including a

sympathetically restored kiln showcased under a glass floor. The project, which is

due for completion by July 2008, also comprises retail outlets, restaurants, cafes

and residential units along with an archeological park.

"The finished job was even more pleasing than weÕd expectedÓ...WHAT GLAXOSMITHKLINE IN STEVENAGE HAD TO SAY ABOUT SDC



Meteor Park
Birmingham
This compact development site adjacent

to Spaghetti Junction required three

different ground improvement

techniques that mitigated the need to

remove contaminated material from

the site. Slough Estates appointed SDC

to develop four new warehouse units.

The project is due to be completed

in November 2007

Health and

Safety first
There was plenty to smile about earlier

this year when the Site Safety Awards

were presented at the SDC annual

dinner dance. These acknowledged

the efforts of site managers who

demonstrated the best level of safety

performance. It has been another

rewarding year for SDC as it gained a

RoSPA Gold Award for the fifth year in

a row and a Gold Medal for 2007. In

the Nathan Brown Shield category, Phil

Lawson, Ken Rose and Mike Routledge

were commendable runners-up with

Paddy Leslie awarded the prize. Nick

Drogon won the award for Special Projects

with the Peter Whitney Memorial award

deservedly going to Adam Knaggs.

Busy time
for Housing
SDCÕS housing department has completed

several major projects, including Hedgerow

Court, Newham Ð an Extracare home of

43 flats in partnership with Hanover

Housing Association. Other housing

developments include Wellingborough

Road, Olney - 22 high-spec apartments

for Pegasus Retirement Homes, Friary

Court, Peterborough - Extracare home

of 40 flats in partnership with Axiom

Housing Association. Also, Oakhill, Milton

Keynes -  73 timber framed private homes

built on land owned by English

Partnerships, Abbeyfield Great Bradfords

House, Braintree - Extracare home of 34

flats for Abbeyfield (Braintree & Bocking)

Society. Wilshere Court, Hitchin - 23 high

spec apartments for Pegasus Retirement

Homes and Hospital Staff Accommodation

in Kettering, comprising 84 units.

SDC housing projects currently underway,

include  Alma Road in Peterborough Town

Centre -  a major redevelopment of a

disused sports field to provide a new

community of houses and apartments for

Nene Housing Society, a forty-bed Extracare

home for Axiom Housing Association and a

Primary Health Care Unit for Greater

Peterborough Primary Care Partnership.
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SDC SPECIAL PROJECTS

SDC HOUSING

£ multi-million year
for Special Projects 
It has been a great year for SDCÕs Special

Projects team with the value of existing

projects already exceeding £8-million

this year. Current works include the

refurbishment of the Institute of Legal

Executives building and a fit-out at the

Red Bull Technology Centre along with

an engine test facility for Honda and

various projects for pharmaceutical giant

GlaxoSmithKline.

The Team has successfully delivered a wide

and varied service on projects from £1k to

£3m over the last 12 months, including new

build, extensions, refurbishments, specialist

fit-out, civil works, planned maintenance,

design and build, and projects with high

services content.

Club 2000 Bingo, Bedford

Alma Road, Peterborough



It was witnessed by club president Gareth

Davies and former chairman SDCÕs Dave

Ledsom, a long-term champion of local

sport and a die-hard Blues fan.

Bedford RUFC was founded in 1886

and is sponsored by several local

companies, including enthusiastic

long-term support from SDC. In 1999,

a consortium of Bedford businessmen

headed by SDCÕs Dave Ledsom, led

the transfer of the club to Bedford

Blues Ltd. Several thousand local

supporters and businesses in the

town bought shares and the club is

now a viable concern. The Club enjoys

a strong relationship with premier side

the Leicester Tigers. This allows some

of Leicester's most promising young

talent to gain experience by playing

for Bedford in National Division One.

ÒBedford Rugby Club has been important

to the town and the rugby community at

large for over 120 years,Ó explained Dave

Ledsom.ÒItÕs only fitting that SDC should

pledge its support to such a sporting

tradition Ð we back the Blues all the way.Ó

The Blues have been playing on virtually

the same pitch for over 100 years with over

30 players gaining International honours.

Current coach Mike Rayer is a former

Welsh International and Bedford squad

member. RayerÕs free-flowing style helped

Bedford rise to second in the league in

2006 with new signings Jon Elrick (outside

half) and Ross Noonan (back row forward)

a real boost to recent form. Keep up to

date with news, fixtures and signings

via the Bedford Rugby Club website:

BEDFORD RUGBY CLUB
www.bedfordrugby.co.uk

Would-be Ironman
Yvette Grice has added
several awards to her
trophy cabinet since gaining
SDC sponsorship. She tells
SDC News just how much the
companyÕs support means when
competing in some of the most
gruelling events on the planet.

How did SDCÕs sponsorship start?

Dave Ledsom is a keen supporter of

local sporting talent. After watching me

in the Bedford Triathlon he suggested SDC

sponsorship Ð I was absolutely thrilled.

SDC mirrors my own attitude to achieving

success in many ways so itÕs great to have

a relationship with a company that always

aims for gold like me.

What did you know about SDC?

IÕm from Bedford so I am very familiar with

SDC and its community involvement Ð the

company has an excellent reputation for

supporting local sport. Although I now

train in Eastbourne I still retain close

family ties with the town Ð IÕm competing

in the Bedford Triathlon again this year.

What are your sporting goals?

IÕm delighted to have been selected for the

GB elite squad for long distance triathlon.

IÕve also just competed in the European

Championships in Belgium and the World

Championships in France my goal is to

finish in the top 5 of the Ironman triathlons.

What SDC support mean to you?

I cannot put into words the difference that

SDCÕs support has made Ð it not only helps

fund my equipment and training but has

also brought me considerable peace of mind.

Competing in three sporting disciplines isnÕt

cheap Ð I need triple the amount of kit of

many athletes, thank you Dave and SDC.
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Good news for true Blues 

First-class rugby is guaranteed at Bedford Rugby Clubsâ Goldington
Road home-ground now for the next 50 years following the signing
of a new lease. The document was signed by Blues chairman Geoff
Irvine and Councillor Robert Rigby at half-time during a match at
the end of the season.

SDC IN THE COMMUNITY

Going for Gold



End of an era

As you know substantial changes
will take place at SDC in September
when Dave Ledsom and Brian Fox
resign their Directorships.

Making his mark on SDC
Congratulations to Mark Bradbury

on his promotion to Director.

Congratulations
Best wishes to Clare Wasling on her

engagement to Simon Nairn and to

John Child in Special Projects who has

completed his degree in Quantity

Surveying. Hearty congratulations to

SDCÕs long serving employees (see above)

and to recent retirees Roger Manser

(9 years 3 months), Len Myers (11 years)

and Roy Beaumont (20 years). A warm

welcome to Site Managers John Stride

and Geoff Manton along with Riley

McKnight and Anthony Eastmond who

join SDC as Carpenters. Well done to

super-fit Stephen Cornell for completing

the London Marathon in 3-hours 24-

minutes Ð a cracking time for a runner

who is, erm, 50-plus!

SDC directors Dave Ledsom and Brian Fox honoured the following with Long Service

Awards at the annual dinner and dance: Bill Bain, Tony Sullivan and David Fake (30 years),

Terry Law, Graham Staughton, Rob Ebsworth, Nick Drogon, Bob Collyer, James Lavin, Trevor

Bowyer and Steve Norman (25 years), and Roger Watson, Jim Kirby, Jamie Woodward,

Simon Whittaker and Chris Brown (20 years). SDC is especially proud of its long-service

record, congratulations to all award winners.

And finally some Sad News...Former colleague John Smith passed away recently, he remains very much in our thoughts.

SDC Staff awarded for 390 years of service
2007 is an important milestone for several SDC employees with a
record-number of awards granted for long service. Three staff have
clocked-up 30 years of service with eight achieving 25 years and five
20 years this year - a combined total of 390 years of service, thatÕs
4,680 months! 
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Congratulations
SDC Staff Achievements Recognised

SDC STAFF

Dave founded SDC (then Survey Design

and Construction) with Bob Reynolds in

1972 both having worked for national

companies throughout the UK. Fate played

a large hand in the birth of SDC (a story

Dave and Brian have promised to expand

on in the next issue of SDC News). The

company will belong to SDC EBT.

Dave admits to harbouring some pangs

of regret at leaving the company, which

he and Bob started 35 years ago. It was

then housed in a single office in Bedford

town centre, with a secretary, a staff of

three and a Morris pick-up truck. He

delights in the huge amount of fun and

joy experienced in seeing the company

grow to the highly respected large

organisation it is today.

Brian, likewise, joined from a large

national contractor in 1985 after which

he soon became Managing Director. Both

Dave and Brian have been involved in the

changes at Board Level to ensure that there

is a smooth post-retirement transition Ð

a phase that began with the appointment

of Francis Shiner as Managing Director in

2004. Today, Francis and the other Board

Members are hugely respected by Dave,

Brian, clients and competitors alike Ð a

great source of pride to SDC.

To celebrate the retirements, a number of

parties have been arranged to ensure that

everybody can join in. A series of informal

get-togethers promise to allow both Dave

and Brian the opportunity of boring everybody

to tears regarding the good old days!

Contact us...
The SDC Editorial Team welcomes submissions from SDC employees so if you have

a team member who deserves a pat on the back or have some great news to share -

don't hesitate to get in touch!

Melanie Wilson email: melanie.wilson@sdc.co.uk 

Sarah Batten email: sarah.batten@sdc.co.uk

SDC Builders Limited
Limegrove House Caxton Road Bedford MK41 0QQ
T : 01234 363155  F : 01234 273539  www.sdc.co.uk

Congratulations to

Bill Bain, Terry Law

and Tony Sullivan.


