Russell Street Graduate Hostel, St Catharine’s College, Cambridge, by 5th Studio

Peter Smithson often
referred to the art of ‘good
ordinariness in architecture.

By Keiﬂy B?’ad[f,’y 5th Studio’s 22 graduate study rooms and

two fellows' apartments, added to an existing
Photography by Tz'm Soa?,. oﬂ‘—mi_legc‘sitc in' Cambridge, represent th:i

best of Smithson's undervalued tradition of
ordinariness. Working within the constraints
a poor, but functioning, 1990s building, the
practice has crafted the ordinary with delight.

The existing building created an awkward

and restricted backland plot. This necessitated
a careful response to maintain the privacy of
the surrounding properties, and 5th Studio’s
carefully planned new building re-focuses every
room in the development around a shared
collegiate garden court. The manipulation of its
section to create split-level rooms, with the use
of borrowed light, allows the building to be
right on the site boundary, maximising the
perimeter and area of the courtyard garden.

Below The hostel's : SiEs :
The design was an exercise in privacy and

collegiate garden court

Below right community, in terms of both the relationship
Location plan 1 of the shared life of the hostel and that of the
Right Front elevation & G‘N surrounding residential properties. >>













